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SUBJECT:    "QUESTIONS  AND  ANSUERS. "    Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Entomology 
and  Plant  Quarantine,  U.S.D.A. 

— ooOoo — 

All  the  questions  up  for  answer  today  are  about  two  insects — two  small 
familiar  household  insects  with  expensive  tastes.     The  clothes  moth  runs  an 
expense  account  of  millions  of  dollars  a  year.    Add  to  that  the  cost  of  the  car- 
ret  'beetle's  keep,  and  you  sec  how  these  two  little  house  pests  can  affect  the 
Nation's  pocketbook. 

But  let's  take  up  the  questions  about  these  insects  just  as  they  have  como 
in  the  mail.    The  first  question  is  about  the  clothes  moth  and  dye  in  fabrics. 
A  housewife  writes:     "I  have  hoard  that  some  kinds  of  dye  make  wool  cloth  moth- 
proof.   Is  this  true?" 

Dr.  E.  A.  Back  of  the  Bureau  of  Entomology  and  Plant  Quarantine  replies: 
"On  some  dyed  fabrics  moths  seen  unable  to  mature.    But  as  no  color  has  been 
discovered  that  is  sure  proof  .against  moths.    However,  moths  do  not  thrive  on  dyct? 
and  processed  fabrics  as  well  as  they  do  on  wool,  and  fur,  and  other  animal  pro- 
ducts in  their  natural  state.    On  a  good  deal  of  wool  clothing  the  mortality  of 
moths  is  from  90  to  99  percent." 

Another  housewife  inquires  about  mothproofing  solutions.     She  says:  "I 
keep  reading  ads  about  blankets  and  furniture  covers  treated  so  that  moths  won't 
attack  them.    Can  you  tell  me  whether  any  of  these  treatments  will  absolutely 
and  permanently  mothproof  fabrics?" 

No  solution  will  absolutely  and  pcrmanon.tly    mothproof  fabrics,  but  some 
solutions  arc  of  great  help  against  moths.    The  best  arc  those  applied  during 
manufacture  while  the  cloth  is  in  the  hot  dye  bath.    The  disadvantage    of  the 
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mothproofing  solutions  discovered  so  far  is  that  they  arc  reduced  in  effective- 
ness or  arc  removed  entirely  when  washed  with  soap  and  water  or  dry  cleaned, 
light  also  may  affect  them. 

So  when  considering  "buying  a  "blanket,  or  other  fabric  such  as  furniture 
covers,  pay  careful  attention  to  labels  "bearing  guarantees  against  moth  injury. 
Sonc  "blankets  and  furniture  covers  arc  today  so  well  mothproofed  that  manufac- 
turers claim  that  they  will  withstand  washing  and  dry  cleaning  for  specified 
periods  of  time,  such  as  3  or  5  years,  or  for  12  dry  cleanings,  or  for  5  laun dry- 
ings.   It  is  important  tc  fix  these  guarantees  in  mind  and  save  the  dated  guaran- 
tees so  as  to  get  new  blankets,  new  covers,  or  a  cost  settlement  if  moth  damage 
does  occur. 

Now  here^  a  question  from  a  housewife  with  an  idea  that  moths  hatch  by 
the  calendar:    "Will  you  tell  mc  just  what  time  in  the  spring  moth  eggs  hatch 
out?    I  understand  the  eggs  lie  dormant  during  the  winter  months  and  hatch  in 
the  spring." 

Dr.  Sack  says  this  is  a  mistaken  idea..    He  says  moth  eggs  never  lie  dor- 
mant for  months  though  they  do  hatch  faster  in  warm  weather  than  in  colder 
weather.    In  summer  moth  eggs  hatch  in  from  4  to  3  days.    In  colder  weather  the 
eggs  take  from  3  to  4  weeks  to  hatch. 

■Another  housewife  wants  to  know;     "How  useful  is  a  hand  sprayer  against 

noths?" 

The  sprays  on  sale  under  trade  names  arc  odorless,  stainless  oil  with 
Pyrcthrum  or  dcrris  dissolved  in  the  oil.    These  sprays  kill  any  insects  they 
hit  cr  make  wet.    They  do  not  make  clothes  cafe  against  moths.     Spraying  a  fine 
■lit  into  the  air  of  the  closet  doesn't  rid  the  closet  of  moths.    Sprays  are  like 
Guns;  they  kill  only  when  they  hit  the  enemy.     Sprays  arc  useful  in  killing  moths 
on  clothes,  furniture  and  in  floor  cracks  and  around  baseboards.    Hand  sprayers 
arc  not  as  effective  as  power  sprayers. 
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Now  here  are  several  questions  about  carpet  "beetles.     The  first  question 

comes  from  a  discouraged  lady  who  writes:     "The  carpet  "beetles  in  our  house  were 

so  bad  that  I  finally  had  a  man  cone  and  fumigate  the  whole  house.     Imagine  how 

I  felt  when  I  found  some  live  carpet  "beetles  a  week  after  the  fumigation.  Will 

you  tell  me  whether  the  fumigator  did  a  poor  job,  or  whether  now  beetles  found 

their  way  to  the  house. 

Probably  some  of  the  beetles  were  in  the  wall  out  of  reach  of  the 

fumigants.    Carpet  beetles  have  a  habit  of  crawling  "behind  baseboards  and  into 

wall  and  floor  spaces.    This  is  why  they  are  often  more  difficult  to  get  rid  of 

than  clothes  moths.    Fumigations  is  the  best  method  of  controlling  them  quickly. 

ranigating  an  entire  house  usually  kills  off  not  only  the  "beetles,  "but  moths 

and  other  pests  as  well.    You  can  use  a  spray  on  the  few  beetles  the  fumigants 
El  ' 

missed.    Frequent  cleaning  of  rugs  on  both  sides  helps,  too.    Pcrsistance  is  the 

only  ray  to  rid  a  house  of  carpet  "beetles,  once  they  have  "become  well  establishes. 

Another  housewife  writes:     "In  a  "box  of  cracker  meal  on  my  pantry  shelf 

I  have  found  some  insects  that  look  for  all  the  world  like  carpet  beetles.  Will 

you  tell  mc  whether  carpet  hectics  ever  cat  food?    I  should  not  like  to  get 

these  insects  started  in  my  home." 

Carpet  "beetles  can  subsist  on  meals'-  or  floury  material,  according  to  Dr. 

Back.    So  very  likely  the  insects  you  discovered  in  the  cracker  meal  are  carpet 

tactics.    If  you  haven't  done  so  already,  burn  up  the  box  of  meal  and  do  a 

thorough  cleaning  job  on  your  pantry  shelves.     Spraying  the  cracks  behind  the 

shelves  will  help  catch  any  hcetles  that  may  he  hiding  there. 

If  you  have  further  questions  .about  moths  and  carpet  beetles,  you  will 

find  the  answers  in  two  free  leaflets  published  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture. 

tfritc  for  Leaflet  No.  145  called  "Clothes  Moths,"  or  for  Leaflet  Ho.  150  called 

Carpet  Beetles"  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Washington,  D.  C.    As  long  as 

he  supply  lasts,  you  arc  welcome  to  a  copy  of  either  or  both. 

iHHHlHHHnHrft 


